TOWN OF PORT REXTON 

Minutes 

Regular Meeting 

Wednesday May 3, 2023
7:00 P.M. 
This meeting was held at the Council Chambers

Present at the meeting were:

Deputy Mayor Wanda Rex              Councillor Eldon Bannister

Councillor Janice Hayward             Councillor Chris Kelly                     Councillor Judy Lander                   Councillor Roland Taylor

Town Clerk/Manager Lois Long    Assistant Clerk Tina Toope  

Regrets: Mayor Dean Bailer absent due to illness. 

Deputy Mayor Rex called the meeting to order at 7:00 and asked for the adoption of the agenda for this meeting.

MOTION #30- 2023– Taylor/Bannister; moved that the agenda for this meeting shall be adopted as presented.  All members present in favor, Motion carried. 
Deputy Mayor Rex called for a motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting held on April 5, 2023.

MOTION #31 – 2023 Bannister/Kelly; moved the minutes of the meetings held on April 5, 2023 shall be adopted as presented. All members present in favor, Motion carried. 

REPORTS AND BUSINESS ARISING

Fire Department

Fire Chief Geff Fowlow attended and proceeded to give the report for the fire department. Since his return as Chief there have been 10 fire calls, of course the worse one being the tragic house fire. The Fireman who collapsed at the scene has thankfully been making a good recovery. Council members again said a thank you to Geff and the team for the way prompt and professional way this situation was handled in saving their fellow fireman’s life. 
There have been six new firefighters joined the department and one junior firefighter. There is also a possibility of three other new members joining in the near future. The new members have begun their training, have been spending time on weekends doing First Aid and CPR Courses and four of them attended the course in defensive fire-fighting this past weekend. An “electric car” training session is to be held at the fire hall for Port Rexton and Trinity members soon. 
There are worries about the lack of available water for firefighting in certain areas of the town. There used to be some water holes located in strategic areas around the community but most of those have either dried up or have been discontinued. Some possible solutions were suggested which need to be checked out, with a view to constructing some kind of water holding facility for a temporary solution in case of emergency, which will suffice until the hoses and/or trucks can get to a more abundant source. 
With new members joining it has been a struggle to find enough bunker gear, however with help from other departments it seems to be okay for now. More members also mean more locker space is needed and Council agreed this should be taken care of as soon as possible. 

The department and the Trinity department have decided to draw up a plan for when medical call-outs are received and how those calls are responded to without taking away members from the community when a possible fire emergency could arise. It has been decided that the Port Rexton department will respond to medical calls from this side of the Bight and Trinity department will respond to their side. Chief Fowlow did say however, that he and Ron Warren from Trinity, both paramedics, will respond to all calls.  

The Fire Department have been asked if they would supply a truck to be on standby at the site of a set during the filming session for a movie which have scenes being shot on the Horse Chops Road in English Harbour. Fire Chief Fowlow said the details are being worked out and he has informed them that this will only happen with the understanding that should an emergency situation occur in one of the communities in our area the equipment, if needed, will have to pull out immediately and go to that emergency. Council agreed this should work out fine and could be a source of some extra funding for the fire department. This will also depend on the availability of a few members of the fire department to volunteer their time at the site.
Heritage Society

Councillor Lander informed Council that the Annual Meeting of the Heritage Society being held tomorrow night so, though there is nothing to report right now, she will bring forward their report at the next regular meeting. 

Recreation Commission

Councillor Hayward, who was in attendance by telephone, then gave the report for the Recreation Commission. The Easter Breakfast was well attended and when all the expenses were paid they were pleased to be able to donate the profits of one thousand dollars to the Jones family. 
The PL4C Project is moving along with the framework drafted for members review. The virtual sessions are on-going. Two members are now attending the Physical Literacy Conference and Training in New York and will be learning new skills for moving ahead. There is a workshop being planned for June. The Clerk informed Council that some of the funding for the PL4C project has been received ($29,177.61) and has been set out for specific costs for certain phases of the program, 
The Recreation summer programs and the Port Rexton Days are in the planning stages. There will be T-Ball, Softball and Soccer as well as other events for the kids during the summer season. The Clerk reported that Canada Summer Jobs Program has approved one position for the summer and hopefully there will be at least one other student job approved under the High School Component. This will provide some assistance with the recreation programs as well as having someone at the Old Post Office, the Recreation Park, and other jobs around the community, as needed. 
Recreation Park Project

In the Mayor’s absence, the Clerk reported on the status of the rink building. The bottom cupboards are built in and awaiting the counter-top and the top cupboards will be started as the volunteers have time to get to it. The electrical has all passed inspection so work can carry on now with finishing the walls and doors, etc. Any remaining outdoor work will go ahead as weather improves.   

Waste Site

The waste site is continuing to run smoothly with no issues reported from the supervisor. There has been a major clean-up at the site recently and the annual community spring clean-up will be during the week of May 8th to the 12th.    

Hike Discovery

Deputy Mayor Rex reported there have not been any meetings so not much to report at this time except it is confirmed that the Ales to Trails event will be held again this fall, as usual, around the first week of November. 
CORRRESPONDENCE  

- A sample letter which could be sent to the people who own property in the areas that have been chosen for conservation under the proposal from the Stewardship Association of Municipalities (SAM),was received from the representative of that association. Copies were included in the meeting folders for council members to have a look at and decide if this would explain what would be happening if Council moves ahead with this project. Council members felt that it would be much better if a meeting can be set up to discuss this further and have any questions answered and fully explained before any decision is made to move forward. The Clerk will contact the association to set up this meeting for sometime in the near future. 
- The letter received from the Department of Municipal and Provincial Affairs, Planning Division, was copied to Council members to confirm that the Municipal Town Plan and Development Regulations were released from the department on April 6th, 2023. Further discussion on these documents will be dealt with in General Business. 
- Correspondence and a Proclamation to be signed were received from the Department of Municipal and Provincial Affairs regarding the up-coming Municipal Awareness Week. There were suggestions of activities which could have been done, possibly with the school students. The notice was just received and it is coming up fast being next week, but there is still time to have an open house invite.       

MOTION #32 – 2023 Bannister/Kelly; resolved the Mayor will sign this proclamation for Municipal Awareness and the Clerk will place it on the town facebook page. All members present in favor, Motion carried.

- A copy of the ‘Short Term Rental Accommodations Regulations’ brought into effect by the Town of Bonavista was distributed to Council members. This was to be part of a discussion on the dilemma faced by our community regarding the lack of affordable housing and the work being done by Otter Housing Association to find an answer to this problem for this area. Unfortunately the timing didn’t work out for this discussion at this meeting. Council briefly talked about the issue and thought that maybe a collaborative approach should be the way to go with this. The clerk will check with Trinity council to see if they have plans to pursue having some sort of regulations and both councils could meet with Olivia from Otter Housing in attendance to have discussions on moving forward.   
FINANCES
The financial summary for April, as included in Council member’s meeting packages, was briefly discussed.

April invoices paid totalling                   $29,794.99
Preauthorized payments and transfers:   10,010.74 

                                           Total       $41,275.46

Investment (deferred revenue) GIC        40,000.00

Revenue received April 1- 30, 2023:      $71,088.22
(Taxes and fees received, Building Age-Friendly Communities funding, PL4C funding, GST/HST Rebate)
General operating account balance April 30, 2023: $116,690.79 

The Municipal Budget updated summary of expenses and balances as of April 30/23, as included in council members meeting packages, was briefly discussed. To date, all expenditures are well within budgeted allowances.  

Motion #33 - 2023– Bannister/Kelly; resolved the acceptance of the monthly financial report, the budget up date, the approval for payment of all regular monthly bills, confirms payment of related invoices as submitted that have been paid to date. All members present in favour, Motion carried.

The Clerk then brought up the subject of the property taxes for the property that was lost in the house fire on March 6th asking for council decision on these taxes since there has been a drastic change since the bulk of this property has been destroyed and there has been quite the upheaval in the lives of this family. After discussion a motion was made. 
MOTION #34 - 2023– Kelly/Bannister; resolved that, due to the tragic fire destroying the home and the circumstances surrounding this family at this time, this years taxes for this property shall be forgiven. All members present in favour, Motion carried.

GENERAL BUSINESS 

Municipal Plan and Development Regulations
Copies of the final draft of the plan and regulations had been previously copied to Council members and the documents were discussed briefly at this time. The Plan and Regulations were reviewed and released from the planning division of the Department of Municipal and Provincial Affairs on April 6th  2023.The next step is the Public Hearing which should be held as soon as possible. The Clerk has been in constant contact with the planner and Municipal Affairs and it has been recommended the Mr. Stan Clinton be appointed as the Commissioner for the Public Hearing. He would hear submissions from anyone who has indicated, in writing, that they intend to appear at the Public Hearing to present their concerns or objections. 

MOTION #34 - 2023– Kelly/Bannister
Municipal Plan and Development Regulations, 2023
Be it resolved that Council hereby adopts the Port Rexton Municipal Plan and Development Regulations, 2023 in accordance with Section 16 of the Urban and Rural Planning Act, 2000, and
 
Further, be it resolved that Council sets the day of Wednesday, May 24th at 7:00pm at the Town Hall for the holding of a Public Hearing to consider any objections or representations to the Municipal Plan and Development Regulations, and
 
Further, be it resolved that Council appoint Stan Clinton to act as Commissioner for the holding of the Public Hearing, in accordance with Section 19 of the Urban and Rural Planning Act, 2000.

All Council Members in favour, Resolution Carried.
Code of Conduct Training

Council members had copies of the new Code of Conduct documents and had looked them over during the past month. Members all concurred that most of these regulations are straightforward and easy to understand. There are a few areas which could be discussed further and in the interest of time at this meeting right now it was decided that the Clerk will call a short special meeting within the next week or so when all members can be available at which time any questions or concerns can be brought up and discussed accordingly.  

Clean-ups 
There is a community clean-up-day being planned by Lions Club Member, Lisa Hart, to take place in a couple of weeks. Many community groups are supporting and taking part in this clean-up and all will be contacted with details.  

Discussion was held regarding some areas of the community that have issues which will need dealing with these next few months, in particular, camper trailers, and some buildings, being lived in or being rented that have no proper sewage removal or systems and it is doubtful if there has been any approval from Service NL. This cannot continue and will be dealt with through town development regulations or directly through Service NL.  There are questions as well regarding businesses being run in buildings contrary to the use for what the initial permits were issued. 
It was mentioned that a great job has been done in the removal and clean-up of the house on Church Road and that area is now looking good. There is one other building in particular that has to be dealt with, that is the old garage on the corner of Ridge Road where the road turns to come down the hill to route 230. Removal will possibly be the owner’s only option since the structure looks to be beyond repair. 

MOTION #36 - 2023– Bannister/Lander; resolved the  Clerk will write to the owner and request that this building be dealt with, giving the usual 60 days required for response as per the municipalities act, and asking the owner to reply as soon as possible with their intentions regarding this building. All members present in favour, Motion carried.

No further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm, on a Motion 2023(37) Kelly/Taylor. Next meeting will be the first Wednesday in June.
____________________                     ____________________

Mayor Dean Bailey                                  Clerk/Manager Lois Long
