TOWN OF PORT REXTON 

Minutes 

Regular Meeting 

Wednesday, April 27, 2022
6:30 P.M. 
This meeting was held at the Town Hall Multipurpose Room

Present at the meeting were:

Mayor Dean Bailey                        Deputy Mayor Wanda Rex

Councillor Eldon Bannister           Councillor Janice Hayward

Councillor Chris Kelly                    Councillor Judy Lander

Councillor Roland Taylor        

Town Clerk/Manager Lois Long   Assistant Clerk Tina Toope

Prior to the meeting Council members were given a virtual presentation by Zach Burrows, on behalf of the Stewardship Association of Municipalities, (Sam Tech). The purpose of the presentation was to propose a partnership with our municipality and collaborate on the protection of our wetlands and conservation areas. This was quite interesting and will be discussed during the meetings general business.

Mayor Bailey convened the meeting at 6:57 p.m.
MOTION #16- 2022–Rex/Kelly; resolved the Agenda for this meeting shall be adopted as presented. All in favor, Motion carried. 
MOTION #17 - 2022–Bannister/Taylor; resolved the minutes of the meeting held on March 30, 2022 shall be adopted as presented. All in favor, Motion carried. 
REPORTS
Heritage Society

-Councillor Lander was pleased to announce that the accessible door for the former LOL Hall building has been ordered and will be installed as soon as it is delivered. The Heritage Society Board of Directors, at their recent meeting, presented the recent draft of the lease agreement and found it agreeable. The society President and Vice-President will join this meeting later to officially sign the document.  

Recreation Commission 

-Mayor Bailey reported that the Easter Breakfast went ahead and the Recreation Commission is now planning their summer activities. 
Councillor Hayward, who has been unavoidably detained and will join the meeting later, will report further later during the meeting.  

Recreation Park Project

-Mayor Bailey reported the work on the rink building construction is still delayed, however materials on back-order should be available and work should begin on completion of the building in the next week or two. Nfld Power has contacted him recently on the pole issues and have now decided that the poles are fine as is and there will be no need to move any of them, negating any cost issues for the Town whatsoever. This is good news for sure, however, it is frustrating that the months of discussion and debate regarding the possible cost for moving these poles was all for naught and completely unnecessary.   

Fire Department 

-The Fire Department continues to carry on as usual with their meetings and in-house training.       
CORRRESPONDENCE
· The yearly approval to operate our waste site was received from Service NL. Letter filed. 

· A letter was with approval of the Town of Port Rexton 2022 Budget was received from the Department of Municipal and Provincial Affairs. Letter filed

· Minutes for the regional meeting held by the Town of Trinity Bay North Public Works Committee were received and Councillors Lander and Kelly, who had attended this meeting, gave a brief report on the topics discussed at that time.  These included waste management, health services, roads condition, and law enforcement, all being concerns shared by all the communities on the Bonavista Peninsula. The towns represented at the meeting all agreed to move forward to address these important issues with the Provincial Government. Councillors Lander and Kelly are interested in continuing on with this and representing the town in discussion of these issues. They will be notified as future meetings are organized. 
· A letter was received from the College of the North Atlantic requesting a donation to their campaign to raise money for the families displaced from their homes due to the war in Ukraine. All agreed this is a worthy cause and a motion was made.

· MOTION #18 - 2022–Taylor/Lander; resolved that a donation of one hundred dollars will be sent to CNA for this cause. All in favor, Motion carried. 
- Regarding the Stewardship Association of Municipalities and the presentation seen earlier, after discussion on the benefits of this partnership, the definite need for protection and conservation of the many wetland areas in and around our community boundaries, possible future costs, etc., it was decided that, since the association will do a proposal free of any charge or obligation, Council will agree to have this proposal done for our community and the motion was made. 

MOTION #19 - 2022–Bannister/Taylor; resolved that SAM Tech will be notified to proceed with the proposal for a partnership to protect and preserve our wetland areas. All in favor, Motion carried. 
FINANCES
-Invoices: 

Ervin Locke & Son’s Ltd.   (March Snow-clearing) $ 6,256.00
Dept. Transportation (sand and salt Jan. – Mar.)  $3,332.06
Rodway’s  (Office supplies, cheque printing)        $346.37
MOTION #20 - 2022 –Taylor/Rex; resolved the approval of payment of invoices submitted, all regular monthly bills, and confirm the other related invoices as submitted that have been paid to date. All in favour, Motion carried.

GENERAL BUSINESS 

- Local Roads Repairs are essential within the next few weeks, so a summary of the work will be done for a call for quotes to be issued. Under the new Procurement Act the town is required to follow this procedure. The clerk will first check on the availability and the prices of culverts then get quotes for delivery of those. It was suggested that armour stone will be the best solution to repair the section of road near Bannister’s Beach, where the cribbing is deteriorating and the roadside requires reinforcement. All the local roads badly need a good grading, as soon as weather permits. There is a grader in the Bight right now which will hopefully be available soon. Hopefully there will also be an experienced operator available as well.  

· Come Home Year events and partnerships were discussed and all agreed this should follow the same path as our own 2019 Come Home Year. All organizations and groups will be asked to partner with the town, organize their own event to be held during the week of celebrations from August 1st to August 7th.

Councillor Hayward added that a Ball Hockey Tournament is being planned for the weekend preceding the celebrations. The Recreation Commission will be planning other events for throughout the week, also. Further events planning and dates will be posted as the information becomes available. 
· Spring Clean Up Week dates were discussed and it was decided to have this clean-up during the 2nd or 3rd week of May, before the long weekend. Notices will be posted after the Clerk discusses the dates with the garbage collector. The Port Rexton Brewing have already held one beach clean-up and will be organizing others through-out the spring and summer. This is a great show of community pride and spirit from this local business. The Clerk will be arranging with our Garbage Contractor to pick up the filled bags after each clean-up.
· Captain Cooper of the CLB has asked if it is okay for their group to also organize a community clean-up during May. They were approved funding to do this so they will have the bags, gloves and whatever necessary for this clean up. Council was pleased to give their approval and thank-you to the CLB for their community spirit. 
New Business/Notices of Motion
· Clean up of the remains left from the removal of an old house in Champney’s Arm was mentioned. The clerk will contact the owner about having this cleaned up. 

· Summer Office Hours; The Clerk informed Council that since the deadline has passed for payment of taxes and as normal for this time of year, business at the town office has been slowing down considerably. The assistant Clerk is now laid off and will be on part-time call in basis for the remainder of the year. As well, from now until October, due to this reduction in business at the office and to allow the Clerk/Manager to attend to other responsibilities, playgrounds, the rink project, the other town buildings, roadwork and up-grades, and the usual tourism season projects, the in-office hours are usually reduced to three days per week, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. The town has already been approved one project, the Canada Summer Jobs, and we are awaiting approval of a Job Creation Partnership, as well. Council agreed this would be the right steps to take so the notices will be posted accordingly. 
· The President and Vice- president of the Heritage Society, Corina and Beryl, who had earlier joined the meeting, then stepped forward for the validation and signing of the Town of Port Rexton and Port Rexton Around Home Heritage Society Agreement for the lease of the LOL Hall. Beryl had a few words, saying that the society is pleased to have this agreement in place, one which is binding, agreeable, and beneficial to both parties for many years to come. The Heritage Society is committed to preserving our culture and our past and the Town is committed to preserving this historical landmark in our community, the LOL Hall. The Heritage Executive, the Mayor, and the Town Clerk/Manager then proceeded to sign the agreement.  

No further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm, on a Motion 2022(21)Councillor Bannister, 2nd by Councillor Lander. 
____________________                     ____________________

Mayor Dean Bailey                                  Clerk/Manager Lois Long
