TOWN OF PORT REXTON 
Minutes 
Regular Meeting 
Wednesday, September 23, 2020
6:30 P.M. 
This meeting is being held at Recreation Room to provide ample room for Covid-19 social distancing restrictions.

Present at the meeting were:

Mayor Dean Bailey                            Deputy Mayor Jeff Piercey                                          Councillor Shirley Clark                    Councillor Sonja Mills                       Councillor Roland Taylor                  Councillor Luke Fisher                      Town Clerk/Manager Lois Long
Councillor Vivian is unavoidably absent due to work commitments 

Mayor Bailey convened the meeting at 6:30
MOTION #38 - 2020– Taylor/Clark; resolved the minutes of the meeting held on August 12, 2020 shall be adopted as presented. All in favor, Motion carried. 
MOTION #39 - 2020– Clark/Piercey; resolved the Agenda for this meeting shall be adopted as presented. All in favor, Motion carried. 
Business Arising and Reports
Fire Department up-date: The issue with the tanker truck regarding the drive shaft, which also cause other problems, ended up costing close to 

$12,000. All the repairs have been done with new parts and up-grades and the truck is working fine again. The cost of repairs was paid through the Fire Truck Funds raised by the Auxiliary. 

The fire department has asked about getting a flagpole in place here at the fire hall. There is a pole at the back of the hall which the JCP workers will uncover and if this is suitable an effort will be made to get this in place. If this pole is not usable then the Clerk will look into pricing for a new pole.   

JCP Project:

The JCP project will be finished in two days, on September 25. There has been some good work done under this project in the past 12 weeks much accomplished with repairs and improvements made to town infrastructure. Although it is unfortunate that the labour aspect of this program is not EI insurable earnings and is only short term employment, it does provide a boost to the participant’s income and the materials funding provides the town with means to make enhancements to our town infrastructure. 
Waste Management: 

All is well at the waste site. There was a recent thorough clean-up of the site. This will be repeated again in a couple of months. Recycling continues to be going well and Alfred is getting caught up with transporting the bags of recyclables to the depot. 
CORRESPONDENCE

- A proposal was received from a property owner to add to her homestead farming by providing a farmer’s market to supply grain feed that seems to be difficult to get and to supply some produce on a small scale. This just requires an adjustment to the building sizes on the original permit request to construct buildings on the property. 


MOTION #40 - 2020– Mills/Taylor; resolved the Port Rexton Town Council have “Approved in Principle” the extended plans for a farmer’s market stall development on the property located on World Pond Road. This approval is contingent, of course, on the approval of any other relevant agencies and/or departments. All in favor, Motion carried. 
- A letter of approval from Service NL was received for the proposed food establishment for the Port Rexton Brewing Company Limited located on Route 230, Main Road Port Rexton. Letter filed for future reference. 

- A rental request has been received from a company for the Recreation Room to provide Karate classes for eight weeks from October to December.

These classes are being provided in Clarenville as well at the present time so the renter is well aware of the restrictions and provisions of Covid-19 and conducts his classes with limited participants, according to these restrictions. 

MOTION #41 - 2020– Mills/Fisher; resolved the Port Rexton Town Council will approved this request for rental of the Recreation room for this period provided all Covid-19 restrictions are adhered to and also provided our own Recreation Commission or Fifty-plus group have no activities planned during this time. All in favor, Motion carried
- Correspondence from Municipalities Newfoundland and Labrador indicates the 2020 Annual Conference being held in November will be a virtual event. 
Links will be provided for registration and for accessing the conference. 
Council members will check their schedules and if anyone is interested in attending this event by virtual means they will contact the Town Clerk to be registered. 
- The offer of submitting another application for funding under the MMSB Community Waste Diversion Fund has been received. The Mayor and Clerk have repeatedly submitted a yearly application with no success however since the ban on plastic bags has now become a reality there may be an opportunity to expand on that proposal once again. 

MOTION #42- 2020 – Piercey/Taylor; resolved the Mayor and Clerk will explore the possibility of submitting another application. All in favour, Motion carried.

- More photos were received from a resident showing the mess of garbage still lying around a neighbouring property and partially on his own property.

These people have received written notices about this mess and will receive another reminder. 

Finances

Invoices for confirmation and for payment from: 

Ervin Locke & Son’s : Preparing sites for new signs:  $1,374.24   
JCP Materials & Supplies: Bartlett’s Electrical:               216.17
                                      J.T. Swyer’s Ltd:                  995.82

                                      Greenwoods:                         35.61

                                      Vintage Holdings                    48.32

G.B. Signs: Two new “Town of Port Rexton” signs       2,932.50  

Also regular expenses, waste site, utilities, fuel, salaries, monthly remittances and pre-authorized insurance payments for September.  

MOTION #43- 2020 – Mills/Fisher; resolved all invoices be paid as received, approval of payment of the regular monthly bills, and confirm the other related invoices that have been paid to date. All in favour, Motion carried.

The Clerk presented a brief financial report indicating the finances are still 

in good order. Taxes receipts have been slowing down which is normal for this time of year. Notices were issued with Past Due stamp at the end of August which has resulted in some payment. Final notices will soon be issued before interest charges and further action is taken after years end.
General Business

The snow-clearing contract for 2020/2021 was a subject of much discussion. Consultation with a number of other Towns on the Bonavista and Avalon Peninsulas has provided quite a lot of information regarding what is required to be included in a tender and contract for compliance under both the Municipalities Act and the Procurement Act. Due to the issues Council had to deal with in the spring regarding damages and such, there will be a revised and more detailed contract to be awarded this year for the protection of all concerned. Acting upon the recommendations and advice received and in addition to the regular requirements regarding equipment to be used a motion was made.                                                                                             MOTION #44- 2020 – Clark/Piercey; resolved there will be a new defined Snow-clearing Contract prepared covering all aspects for Council and the Contractor for insurance, WHSCC, and other liabilities, and with a 10% holdback of payment to ensure the contract is completed to the satisfaction of all concerned. The Clerk will place the call for Tenders as usual. All in favour, Motion carried.

Council has received a listing of surplus equipment that is available for purchase from the Department of Transportation. These lists are available only to municipalities and provide opportunity for towns to have their own equipment at very reasonable cost. Mayor Bailey was asked to get some further info on a couple of items, in particular a loader and a couple of the pick-ups that are on the list. 

Further to the previous discussion on garbage lying around on some properties, it was decided to have another Clean-up around the community. This clean-up will take place on Tuesday October 6th. Notices will be posted on the Facebook Page and around the community. 

In order to submit a proposal for Infrastructure Development under the Gas Tax Rebate Program the Clerk will need quotes for plumbing and electrical as well as for materials for the Union Store building.                            MOTION #45- 2020 – Taylor/Mills; resolved that the Clerk will contact Bartlett’s Electrical as well as building supplies establishments for quotes in order to prepare the proposal for the Gas Tax Secretariat. All in favour, Motion carried.

No further business so the meeting adjourned at 7:40 pm on a motion (46) by Councillor Clark and 2nd by Councillor Mills. Next meeting will be scheduled in October at a place determined by safety recommendations at that time.  
_______________________              _____________________ 

Mayor Dean Bailey                               Clerk/Manager Lois Long

