TOWN OF PORT REXTON 
Minutes 
Regular Meeting 
Wednesday, January 23, 2019
6:30 P.M. 

 
Meeting held in Council Chambers
Present at the meeting were: 
Mayor Dean Bailey                       Deputy Mayor Jeff Piercey
Councillor Shirley Clark               Councillor Sonja Mills
Councillor Roland Taylor             Councillor John Vivian

Town Clerk/Manager Lois Long

Regrets: Councillor Luke Fisher absent due to a prior commitment. 
Mayor Bailey convened the meeting at 6:30 P.M. 
MOTION #01 - 2019–Taylor/Vivian; resolved the adoption of the minutes of the meeting held on November 21, 2018. All in favor, Motion carried. 
MOTION #2- 2019–Vivian/Clark; resolved the adoption of the Agenda for this meeting. All in favor, Motion carried. 
Delegation

Alicia MacDonald attended the meeting to discuss the possibility of getting an outdoor skating rink/multi purpose court for our community. A public meeting was held recently, with a good turnout, to discuss this possibility and it is hoped that more people will come forward to volunteer and help see this project through. Alicia was assured that Council will give on-going support for this proposal and will help as much as possible. The structure must be placed on Town property in order for Council to be able to have it under the Insurance umbrella for the town. Sources of funding are being explored at this time and Council will be kept up-date of any progress with this project. 
Business Arising and Reports
Waste Management
As reported at the last meeting the Towns of Trinity and Port Rexton will hire and split the wages for a maintenance person for the waste site for 35 hours per week from May to October and for one day per week for the remainder of the year. Some discussion was held on the qualifications and duties for this position and also for the fees that should be charged, in particular to contractors when dumping loads of building and/or demolition materials. The Clerk will ask Trinity to put this on their agenda for discussion at their next meeting, then the job description and the fee structure will be decided on between the two councils and a job will be posted. 

No news yet on the application for funding from MMSB to implement the program to ban the use of plastic bags. 
Fire Department and Emergency Management

Mayor Bailey has been in touch with the Mechanic in Ontario who is checking out possible Tankers to bid on and there is one up for auction  now that is in excellent shape. The bidding continues until next week so hopefully it will stay within our range. 

The ICS 100 Training by Blair Hogan, scheduled for January 15th had to be cancelled due to weather conditions. This training session has been re-scheduled for Tuesday, February 5th from 3:30 to 8:00 pm.

Unfortunately, a number of Council who planned to attend this session now has other commitments for this date. Councillor Clark, Councillor Taylor and the Clerk will be attending as of today. If anything changes, as many as possible will be there. 
Strategic Planning

The Strategic Planning is continuing. The Clerk has once again obtained an extension of the deadline to March 31, 2019. A draft is about ready to be sent to the Committee for editing and approval. The text and pictures are now in the process of being added to the Web Site. Everything should be cluing up within the next couple of months. 
Come Home Year 2019 planning is continuing in full swing. Mayor Bailey has now developed a web site for registration and purchasing of merchandise. A tentative schedule of events for the week is also on the site. This will be on stream later this week.  
The JCP is now completed. The work scheduled has been completed and a good job done. The Clerk will now begin the Final Activity and Financial Reports to clue up the paperwork and get the holdback funding due on the project. 
Correspondence 
- Invitation to join the Federation of Canadian Municipalities was received and discussed. The benefits of belonging include access to federal data and assistance/support for funding and other data base information. MNL recommends all Municipalities become members.
MOTION #03- 2019–Taylor/Vivian; resolved the Council will join the FCM. The Clerk will forward the membership fee of $186.09. All in favor, Motion carried.
- Letter received from the Department of Fisheries and Land Resources inform Council they are in agreement with Council’s request to change the firewood cutting boundaries to outside our town boundaries. Council was pleased the department agreed to help us protect the trees inside our boundaries.  
- Council received from Derrick R. Drodge, the usual yearly audit confirmation letter and the request for bank confirmation form. Mayor Bailey signed the letter to be returned to the firm and the bank confirmations request has been forwarded to Royal Bank in Trinity to be filled out and forwarded to the Auditors.
- Council received a letter from Municipal Affairs acknowledging receipt of the 2019 Budget. 
- A letter was received from the applicant who applied to Crown Lands for the three parcels of land on Ballett’s Lane with the intention of erecting B&B’s on this property. The letter asks Council to re-consider and reverse their decision to reject the application to Crown Lands. The letter content and the request to reconsider was discussed at great length by Council at this meeting and all members agreed that the decision to reject the application will not be changed.

MOTION #04- 2019–Clark/Vivian; resolved the Council will write a reply to this letter indicating that all Council decisions relating to the Crown Lands applications for the three properties on Ballett’s Lane will stand as is and will not be reversed.  All in favor, Motion carried. 
- Letter of approval received from ACOA, extending the Strategic Planning Project deadline date to March 31, 2019. Filed for reference.
- Notice of Avalon/Eastern Regional Meeting being held in St. John’s on February 1-2, 2019 was received from Municipalities Newfoundland and Labrador. If, after checking their schedules, anyone is interested in attending they will contact the office by Monday so the Clerk can have them registered. 

- A request was received from a person who is purchasing an existing Vacation Home here in Port Rexton for permission to proceed with plans to operate the same use of the house as in the past. There will be no change in use and all other relevant agencies have been approached for approval. 

MOTION #05- 2019–Clark/Mills; resolved the Council will, as long as there is no change in the use of the building, approve in principle this request, pending final approval of all other relevant government agencies and/or departments. All in Favor, Motion Carried.
Finances
Invoices received for November & December snow-clearing, office supplies, MNL and PMA Membership fees, municipal assessments, furnace oil, wells maintenance and JCP materials.
MOTION #06 - 2019 – Taylor/Clark; resolved the approval for payment of these invoices and the regular bills that have been paid to date be ratified. All in favor, Motion carried.

The Clerk reported that all Residential and Commercial Property Tax, Poll Tax and Water Rates invoices have been issued for 2019. Business Tax bills will be issued in early February. 
MOTION #07 - 2019 – Clark/Taylor; resolved the approval for issuing all the invoices for Property, Poll , Water Rates and Business Tax for 2019. All in favor, Motion carried.

There are a number of delinquent taxpayers that will need to be dealt with in the next few months. Letters will be issued to those in arrears and further action will be taken accordingly. Research of any new and improved best practices for collections will be done before Council’s next meeting. There are a number of people who set up regular payment agreements as well as some who provide the office with post-dated cheques for taxes. Research will also be done with regard to possible parcels of vacant property which may be taken and sold by auction to satisfy taxes owing.    

General Business

 

The Office has received a call regarding gas fumes around and inside the bus shelter on Berry Hill Road due to vehicles idling while waiting for the school bus. The concerned citizens asked if signs could be placed on the bus shelters regarding this. It was suggested that since this is just one or two vehicles, and the drivers probably don’t even realize there is an problem, the Mayor or the Clerk will speak to these people if necessary, to resolve this issue.  
There have been problems with the well on Hunchback, (Pump House Three) again, this time being way too much water pressure, resulting in knocking and banging in the residents plumbing, taps, washers, etc. The system was checked and one of the blue pressure tanks is in need of replacement. This will be done by Bartlett’s Electrical and will hopefully remedy the situation. 
The matter of dilapidated buildings around our community was once again discussed at length. There have been numerous letters written and attempts made over the past few years to clean up these eyesores. Council has always given the benefit of the doubt to those who wrote letters or contacted Council with excuses and promises to attend to these buildings. This cannot continue. This summer our community is celebrating their 50th year of incorporation with a Come Home Year and Council is determined that the visitors to our beautiful town will not be greeted with run down and/or falling down buildings. 

MOTION #08 - 2019 – Clark/Mills; resolved that notices will be written to individuals with varying degree of dilapidated properties. Under the authority of Section 404, sub-section 1(f)  and Section 404, sub-section 5, the property owners will be ordered to repair or remove the said properties within the prescribed amount of time or action will be taken by Council to remove the said properties at the owners expense.  All in favor, Motion carried.

No further business so this Council meeting adjourned on a motion (#09), by Councillor Vivian and seconded by Councillor Taylor. 

Next Council Meeting will be scheduled for Feb. 20, 2019 at 6:30 pm.

________________________             _____________________

Mayor Dean Bailey                             Clerk/Manager Lois Long 
