TOWN OF PORT REXTON 
Minutes 
Regular Meeting 
Wednesday, April 17, 2019
6:30 P.M. 

Meeting held in Council Chambers
Present at the meeting were: 
Mayor Dean Bailey                       Deputy Mayor Jeff Piercey Councillor Luke Fisher                 Councillor Sonja Mills                  Councillor Shirley Clark               Councillor Roland Taylor             Town Clerk/Manager Lois Long
Regrets: Councillor Vivian absent due to work commitments.  
Mayor Bailey convened the meeting at 6:30 P.M. 
MOTION #26 - 2019–Taylor/Mills; resolved the adoption of the minutes of the meeting held on March 20, 2019. All in favor, Motion carried. 
MOTION #27- 2019–Fisher/Clark; resolved the adoption of the Agenda for this meeting. All in favor, Motion carried. 
Business Arising and Reports
Waste Management

Mayor Bailey reported that there were 11 applications received for the position recently advertised. The applications will be screened and any interviews will then be scheduled. The changes to the waste site and preparations for this process will begin immediately. Another gate will be made, signage ordered and other improvements decided on in the next few weeks. 
Fire Department and Emergency Management

The recent bidding on another tanker was again, not successful because we do not have enough funds available to win the bidding. Mayor Bailey is in constant contact with our MHA and other departments to try to find some way to resolve this dilemma, which is quickly becoming an emergency situation with the dryer summer season approaching and no immediate source of water available in case of fire. Other sources of funding are also being investigated now so hopefully something will be resolved soon.
Come Home Year 2019 

The Come Home Year Committee is meeting every couple of weeks now and the planning continues. The number of people registering for the event and ordering tickets and merchandise continues to increase daily. The committee is now going to be looking for more volunteers for different phases to help bring this huge Come Home Year celebration to realization. 
Most people pay online with Paypal and the recent issues with the Town’s Paypal account was discussed. There has been much difficulty with this account lately and the Mayor and the Town Clerk have been continuously sending information to them with no satisfaction. This is causing quite a stumbling block with the 2019 Come Home Year planning because most people prefer this option to register and pay for merchandise for these celebrations. Paypal has requested a Letter of Authorization for our business account. 
MOTION #28 - 2019–Clark/Taylor; resolved the Town will write a letter to Paypal, signed by the Mayor, the Town Clerk, and the Deputy Mayor, to guarantee the authorization of The Town of Port Rexton’s business and the authorization of the Paypal account. All Council Members in favour, Motion carried. 
Correspondence 
A letter was received from the Minister of the Department of Children, Seniors, and Social Development informing Council of the approval of a Grant of Five Thousand Dollars ($5000), to assist in the construction of an outdoor skating rink/multi-purpose court. This is great news. The committee headed by Alicia MacDonald is continuing to work on the fundraising aspect of this project. 
-  A letter was received from MP Churance Rodgers, highlighting some parts of the Federal Budget. Filed 
- Two Proclamations were tabled, one for the National Organ and Tissue Donor Awareness Week and another for the Mental Health Awareness Week. Both were signed by the Mayor and will be posted.
- Received from Marsh’s Builders and Renovators, the plans for the removal of a bungalow on Long Lane and the replacement with a two-story home on the same premises.

MOTION #29 - 2019– Fisher/Mills; resolved that Council will forward an Approval in Principal for this removal and replacement, pending the approval of any other relevant departments or agencies. All Council Members in Favour, Motion carried. 

- Notice and Agenda received from MNL for the Spring Symposium being held in Gander from May 2-4, 2019. Anyone interested and available to attend will contact Lois by April 24th.  
- Received from Hospitality NL, an invitation to a Needs Assessment Session being held on May 8th. No one is available to attend at that time. 

- A request and house plans were received from a landowner for a permit to build a house on her property on Church Road. 

MOTION #30 - 2019– Clark/Taylor; resolved that Council will forward an Approval in Principal for this new residence pending the approval of any other relevant departments or agencies. All Council Members in Favour, Motion carried. 

Finances
No new invoices, only regular monthly bills have been paid. One invoice will be received soon for some emergency work on a collapsed pipe on Mouland’s Road.
MOTION #31- 2019 – Piercey/Mills; resolved the approval of payment of the regular monthly bills that have been paid to date and the invoice for road repairs. All in favour, Motion carried.

Still in a healthy financial position to handle the usual local road work, waste site expenses, and other clean-ups and improvements. The clerk asked for and was granted permission to purchase new office chairs to replace those very worn and uncomfortable ones presently in use. 
Council gave the permission to purchase those chairs as soon as possible.  

General Business
- To date there have been no response to the written notices issued to the owners of the remaining dilapidated properties located in our community. One notice will have the 60 day response requirement on May 1, 2019 and the remaining letters issued will reach the 60 day requirement on May 20, 2019. After these dates are past and if there are no responses from the property owners then necessary action will be taken as per the Municipalities Act.  

-To date there have been no response to the letters sent to Crown Lands requesting clearance for nine parcels of land within the town boundaries. The Clerk will continue to check with the Crown from time to time and will also continue to try to find information on the owners on some of these properties. 
-The condition of our local roads was discussed again and they will be temporarily touched up as soon as weather permits. Council discussed the up-grading of the roads including spreading gravel and a good grading in particular before Come Home Year celebrations begin. The Clerk informed Council that the contractor Council hired to do the roads last summer was asking if Council was intending to go ahead with the scarifying and grading like last summer. This was discussed but, no decision made yet. Last year the cost was $6900 and, because of heavy rainfall immediately after, the roads didn’t hold up at all. The roads could be done by digging out, filling and dragging back the potholes five or six times for that amount of money, so some serious consideration will have to be used before spending that much for one grading. 
-When the weather improves there will be some other repairs to roads, culverts installed where necessary, guardrails repaired, and of course the completion of the new parking area on Station Road. Some of this work may be eligible under the gas tax rebate program. 
-Signage is another area that will see some improvements, with new council office sign, community and way-finding signs, as well as informational signage for the waste site. 
The up-dated and revised Rules of Procedure was presented for Council’s perusal and discussion. After discussion a motion was made. 
MOTION #32 - 2019 – Fisher/Clark; resolved the approval of the up-dated Rules of Procedure. All in favour, Motion carried.

No further business so this Council meeting adjourned on a motion (#33), by Councillor Fisher and seconded by Councillor Mills. 

Next Council meeting scheduled for May 22, 2019 at 6:30 pm.

________________________             _____________________

Mayor Dean Bailey                             Clerk/Manager Lois Long 
