TOWN OF PORT REXTON 
Minutes 
Regular Meeting 
Wednesday, March 21, 2018
7:00 P.M. 

 
Meeting held in Council Chambers
Present at the meeting were: 
Mayor Dean Bailey                       Deputy Mayor Jeff Piercey
Councillor John Vivian                 Councillor Shirley Clark                Clerk/Manager Lois Long

Regrets: Councillor Luke Fisher, Councillor Roland Taylor and Councillor Sonja Mills.

Meeting convened at 7:00 P.M. 
MOTION #14 - 2018–Piercey/Clark; resolved the adoption of the minutes of the meeting held on February 21, 2018. All in favor, Motion carried. 

MOTION #15- 2018–Vivian/Clark; resolved the adoption of the Agenda for this meeting. All in favor, Motion carried. 
Reports:

Fire Department and Emergency Management
Blair Hogan hosted a Table Top exercise here at the Fire Hall on March 7th. Councillor Taylor, Lois, Tina, and Victoria attended, as well as most members of the Fire Department. It was very interesting and certainly an eye-opener when you realize the disasters that can happen in a very short time. Another Table Top will be held in the near future. Firemen Shawn Piercey and Brett Rex have completed the Fireman 1 Training.
A new application for Bunker Suits and SCBA’s has been submitted to Fire and Emergency Services

The Auxiliary are still doing quite well with the fundraising for the Jaws of Life. A cold plate sale is planned for later in April. 

Strategic Planning

The Planning Committee is still meeting on a regular basis to advise and give direction to the Consultants. The main concern at this point is getting the Logo completed and Web site up and running. The Clerk was asked to contact Kevin Clarke from Tract to see if this process can be moved along faster.  
Waste Management

Councillor Clark and Councillor Mills attended an information session in Port Union recently at which time the subject of waste management came up and was discussed at great length. All the towns with waste sites are having great difficulty and are quite anxious to have something resolved as soon as possible. Apparently there is new technology with incinerators now which may be an answer to the problem. This is being looked into further by other communities. The Clerk is continuing to correspond with Blair Hogan who is trying to access information as to the proper contacts to try and set up a meeting to discuss our options. 
Correspondence: See Correspondence and Action Report 
- A Proclamation declaring March 26, 2018 Purple Day for Epilepsy was signed by Mayor Bailey. The Clerk will post this on the town facebook page.
- Letter received from ACOA reminding us that the completion date for the Strategic Planning Project is March 31, 2018. Due to delays over the past few months this project will not be completed by that date.
MOTION #16 - 2018 –Clark/Vivian; resolved that the Clerk will write to ACOA and request that the deadline for completion be extended to May 31, 2018. All in favor, Motion carried. 

- An invitation was received from The Voluntary Organizations in Community Engagement for volunteers to attend their Annual Volunteer Appreciation Event on April 20, 2018 in “The Factory” in Port Union. Notices will be posted for this event and a reminder will be put on the Town Facebook Page. All Council Members who are available will attend this event.
A letter was received regarding the impact that Airbnb’s are having in communities and the tourism industry, in particular on the regulated tourism accommodation establishments. This Council is doing as much as possible regarding this by imposing a minimum business tax on these enterprises.    
- A letter of approval for a Regional Development Grant and the Letter of Financing for $9,793 was received from the Department of Tourism, Culture, Industry and Innovation. This is great news and this amount is the balance of funding that is need for the Strategic Planning Project. Mayor Bailey signed the acceptance letter which will be forwarded directly to TCII. 
- Council has received copies of applications submitted by an individual  to Crown Lands for two parcels of land situated on Ballett’s Lane. Council has 21 days to forward any response or recommendation. This is a cliff hilltop that should never be developed and left only as open space. The Clerk will check on the boundaries of adjacent landowners and the Town Development Regulations to see if something can be done to prevent this transaction. The new revised Town Plan will most certainly address any such future development issues.       

- Info received regarding Asset Management Workshops. Item filed for future reference.

- Correspondence was received from the Department of Justice regarding the appointment of the Head and Coordinator for ATIPPA
in case requests for information is submitted to Council.

MOTION #17- 2018 – Piercey/Vivian; resolved that the Town Clerk/Manager Lois Long will be appointed as Head and Assistant Clerk Tina Toope will be appointed as Coordinator. All in favor, Motion carried.

- The Clerk has had telephone conversations and has received information from a doctor, from the School of Nursing at Memorial University, who is planning to do a research and study project in three communities on the Bonavista Peninsula based on Engaging Women in Building Health Heart and Brain Communities in Rural Newfoundland. Port Rexton has been chosen as one of the communities if we are willing to participate. Council has been asked for a letter of support for this project so  the application can be submitted for funding for this research. 
MOTION #18- 2018 – Clark/Vivian; resolved that the offer of including Port Rexton in this study be accepted and the letter of support be written, signed by the mayor and forwarded.

All in favor, Motion carried.
Finances:

Invoices presented from Hike Discovery for the yearly contribution of $2000, and from Trinity Historic Society for Enterprise ads.

MOTION #19- 2018 – Piercey/Clark; resolved the approval for payment of these invoices and the regular monthly bills that have been paid to date be ratified. All in favor, Motion carried.
Taxes have still been steadily coming in however there are a few delinquent taxpayers that collection procedure may be the only option. 

MOTION #20- 2018 – Vivian/Piercey; resolved that the notices be served and if necessary those accounts will be placed for collection. All in favor, Motion carried.
General Business 

The waste site really needed a good clean-up which is difficult at this time of year. This brought up the subject again of the necessity of a person at the site at all times when the site is open. The Clerk will call Trinity office once again to discuss the possibility of a shared maintenance person. An extensive clean-up will be carried out later.
The Clerk was approached by a person who owns construction equipment about having our local roads graded later in the Spring. He has a Grader and is working on getting some jobs in this area.

Council is very receptive to this offer because the roads, with some gravel at the same time, and a good grading should be good for the whole summer. The Clerk will keep in touch and if the price is right then the details will be worked out for the job.   

- Mayor Bailey gave an up-date on the progress of the Lands Management Committee’s efforts on the selection of properties for the title searches which is necessary before undertaking land seizure and sales. Three or four properties that are in arrears have been selected as good prospective sales so as soon as all the info on the properties is gathered and searches done, then it will come back to Council for approval and the process will begin. The Clerk was also asked to call Neil King’s office and ask him to check into the process of Towns acquiring Crown Lands within their boundaries. 
No further business so this Council meeting adjourned on a motion by Councillor Clark, seconded by Councillor Vivian.

Next Council Meeting will be April 18, 2018 at 7:00 pm.
_________________________             _____________________

Mayor Dean Bailey                                Clerk/Manager Lois Long 
